§§ 479-81]	Verbs	243
the first pers. plural. This form was originally identical
with the first pers. pi. pres. indie, which disappeared
in OE. The first pers. pL is generally expressed by the
pres. subjunctive, as beren, binden, &c.
§ 479. Pres. participle: In the parent language the stem
of the pres. participle ended in -nt, as in Lat. ferent-, Gr.
4>€povr, Indg. *bheront- = OE. berend-e, Goth, bafrand-s.
The masc. and neut. were originally declined like con-
sonant stems" (§ 416). The fern. nom. sing, originally
ended in -I which was shortened to -i (§ 214) in prehistoric
OE., cp. Goth. fern. frijondi,frtejid. The -i of the feminine
was extended to the masc. and neut. which was the cause
of their passing over into the ja-declension (§ 433). See
§ 441. The oldest OE. ending is -aendi, -endi, later -ende.
§ 480. Infinitive: The inf. was originally a_ nomen
actionis, formed by means of various suffixes in the dif-
ferent Indg. languages. The suffix -ono, to which was
added the nom. ace. neuter ending -m, became generalized
in prim. Germanic, thus the original form of beran was
*bh6ronom, the -onom of which regularly became -an
in OE. Goth. OS. and OHG. On the loss of the final -n
in Nthv see § 288. In prim. West Germanic the inf. was
inflected in the gen. and dat. like an ordinary noun of the
ja-declension (§ 355), gen. -ennes, dat, -enne. The in-
flected forms of the inf. are sometimes called the gerund.
The gen. disappeared in prehistoric OE. The dat. to
berenne generally became -anne through the influence of
the inf. ending -an. Beside -enne, *anne there also occur
in late OE. -ene, -ane, and -ende with d from the present
participle.
§ 481. Pret. indicative: The pret. indie, is morpho-
logically an old perfect, which already in prim. Germanic
was chiefly used to express the past tense. The original
endings of the perf. singular were -a, -tha, -e, cp. Gr. otSa,
, otSe. The -a and -e regularly disappeared in pre-
r 2

